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2. Vowels 
 
2.1 Pure Vowels 
 
2.1.1 Tense Vowels 
 
[i]  high front unrounded tense   ‘heat’ 
[e]  mid front unrounded tense   ‘hate’ (in non-American English)   
[u]  high back rounded tense   ‘hoot’ 
[o]  mid back rounded tense    ‘hope’ (in non-American English) 
[ɑ]  low back unrounded tense   ‘hot’ 
 
2.2.2 Lax Vowels 
 
[ɪ]  high front unrounded lax   'hit' 
[ɛ]  mid front unrounded lax   'sell' 
[æ]  low front unrounded lax   'hat' 
[ɨ]  high central unrounded lax   'roses' 
[ə]  mid central unrounded lax   'Canada' 
[ʌ]  low central unrounded lax   'cut' 
[ʊ]  high back rounded lax    'put' 
[ɔ]  mid back rounded lax    'caught' 
 
2.2 Diphthongs 
 
2.2.1 Major Diphthongs 
 
[aj]  lie, buy, sky, etc.   
[aw]  now, how, loud, etc.   
[ɔj]  boy, toy, joy, Freud, etc.   
 
2.2.2 Minor Dipthongs 
 
[ej]  hate, lay, say, sale (in American English) 
[ow]  hope, boat, low, know (in American English) 
 


