
Seth Cable  Introduction to Linguistic Theory 
Spring 2018  Linguistics 201 

 1 

The International Phonetic Alphabet 
 
The following are those symbols of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) that we will make 
use of in phonetic transcription of English. 
 
1. Consonants 
 
1.1 The Stops 
[p]   voiceless oral bilabial stop    ‘pat’ 
[b]   voiced oral bilabial stop     ‘bat’ 
[m]   voiced nasal bilabial stop    ‘mat’ 
[t]   voiceless oral alveolar stop    ‘tot’ 
[d]   voiced oral alveolar stop    ‘dot’ 
[n]   voiced nasal alveolar stop    ‘not’ 
[k]   voiceless oral velar stop     ‘cap’ 
[g]   voiced oral velar stop     ‘gap’ 
[ŋ]   voiced nasal velar stop     ‘bang’ 
[ʔ]   voiceless oral glottal stop    ‘uh--oh’ 
 
1.2 The Fricatives 
[f]   voiceless oral labio-dental fricative   ‘fat’ 
[v]   voiced oral labio-dental fricative   ‘vat’ 
[θ]   voiceless oral dental fricative    'thin' 
[ð]   voiced oral dental fricative    'then' 
[s]   voiceless oral alveolar fricative    'sap' 
[z]   voiced oral alveolar fricative    'zap' 
[ʃ]   voiceless oral alveopalatal fricative   'rush' 
[ʒ]   voiced oral alveopalatal fricative   'rouge' 
[h]   voiceless glottal fricative    ‘hat’ 
 
1.3 The Affricates 
[tʃ]   voiceless oral alveopalatal affricate   'chump' 
[dʒ]   voiced oral alveopalatal affricate   'jump 
 
1.4 The Appoximants (Semi-Vowels) 
[j]   voiced oral palatal approximant    'Yale' 
[w]   voiced oral bilabial approximant   'wail' 
[ʍ]   voiceless oral bilabial approximant   'whale' 
[l]   voiced oral lateral approximant    'leer' 
[ɹ]   voiced oral retrofelx approximant   'rear' 
 
 


